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Ten Florida school districts fail to comply with the state requirement to have an armed guard 
on every campus, and now they may face public embarrassment from the state commission 
investigating the Parkland school shooting.
“I want their names public,” said Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd, a, member of the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School Public Safety Commission. “I want them called out. I want to make 
sure there is a guardian or school resource officer on every campus across this state full time when 
school gets back in. And us sitting here and keeping quiet is enabling what they’re doing.”

https://www.sun-sentinel.com/local/schools/fl-ne-broward-school-board-5-21-meeting-20190522-dbvghv5f6jh55aya2mom2cqdcm-story.html#nt=instory-link






“I have requested a 
statewide grand jury 
to investigate school 
safety practices and 
failures occurring 
around the state and 
to identify measures to 
improve the safety of 
our students.”









The grand jury will investigate any crime or wrong within Florida 
Statute § 905.34 that relates to the following:

• Whether refusal or failure to follow the mandates of school-related safety laws, such as the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School Public Safety Act, results in unnecessary and 
avoidable risk to students across the state;

• Whether public entities committed – and continue to commit – fraud and deceit by accepting 
state funds conditioned on implementation of certain safety measures while knowingly failing 
to act;

• Whether school officials committed – and continue to commit – fraud and deceit by 
mismanaging, failing to use, and diverting funds from multi-million-dollar bonds specifically 
solicited for school safety initiatives; and

• Whether school officials violated – and continue to violate – state law by systematically 
underreporting incidents of criminal activity to the Florida Department of Education.







Could an armed teacher be arrested like Parkland 
cop Scot Peterson?, Emily Mahoney
"The sponsor of this year’s bill which allowed 
classroom teachers to carry guns said Wednesday 
it’s possible armed teachers could similarly be on the 
hook, legally, if they don’t do everything required of 
them to keep kids safe during a shooting."

http://enews.elist.tampabay.com/q/s8TWW5D343ZobiqugR4qQtsGVsnRv6YmG0_rMfkcreqxo5oZ60D6ZPItHyyg






States poured $900 million into the 
cause, and school security bloomed into 
a $2.7 billion for-profit market.

https://www.the74million.org/article/the-state-of-school-security-spending-heres-how-states-have-poured-900-million-into-student-safety-since-the-parkland-shooting/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/local/school-shootings-and-campus-safety-industry/?utm_term=.b5a9a8378412






• Just over half of students feel safe at school.

• Bullying and peer-on-peer harassment remain common.

• One in 3 students report that they must be ready to fight to defend themselves at 
school.

• Black or African-American students are more likely than white students to feel that 
they must be ready to fight to defend themselves.

Safety issue is more than just gun violence

YouthTruth Overall School Experience Survey 
youthtruthsurvey.org



Local control issues

Local governments actions such as requiring procedures or documentation to ensure compliance with background checks
and waiting periods for gun purchases and requiring reporting of failed background checks

Penalties against local governments and officials if they violate the prohibition on passing gun regulations

Local officials can face fines up to $5,000 and potential removal from office.



Student privacy?

Coordination of community
services?

Capacity of service providers?

Ultimate responsibility?



Takeaways

• Statewide policy driven by events

• Divisive politics drove discussions 

• Parents demands rose out of fear (school shootings statistics)

• Youth energized

• Resilience, humanity
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